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SCHOOL NOTES 

One of the joys of teaching is that no two days are ever alike; yet 
when it comes to writing a review of the year's activities, it is surprising 
how closely one year follows another. However, there are important 
changes taking place the whole time. This must be so if we are to keep 
pace with educational progress. 

Old Boys have again brought honour to themselves and to the 
school by obtaining first class honours degrees: 

W. Allan L1. B. Jesus College, Cambridge 
P. J. Brunn Mechanical Engineering, Manchester 
A. H. Dodson Engineering, Manchester 
R. C. Dodson Statistics, University College, London 
J. B. Weston Chemistry, Exeter. 
C. West. Diploma in Art and Design (Hons) 

Keith Taylor (Maths) UCL 

Adrian BurrOw (Building Tech) Manchester Univ. Institute 

Allan has achieved the rare distinction of obtaining a "double first",
 
having taken a first in the B.A. tripos in 1971.
 
50 Sixth formers went to Universities or Colleges last summer.
 
M. J. Gapes was awarded the Marmaduke Levitt Scholarship at Fitz 
William College, Cambridge. 
J. P. Paisley and A. D. D. Vandenburg have both been awarded Ford 
Scholarships to undertake a project on natural gas. 
I. Theodoreson has gained a County Music Scholarship. 

One of the reasons for the success and happiness of this school is 
the stability of the staff. Inevitably each year brings changes, but they 
are sufficiently few for the ethos of the staff room to remain unchanged. 

In January, Mr. J. H. Drury was promoted Head of Mathematics, so as
 
to relieve Mr. Franklin of departmental duties.
 
Mr. L. Marsh joined us in January as Head of the P.E. Department. He
 
trained at Madeley College of Education and was formerly on the staff of
 
Netteswell Comprehensive School, Harlow.
 

In January also, Mr. J. E. Barber, B.Sc. (Hons. Maths) London, 
joined the Mathematics Department. Educated at IIford County High 
School where he was in the first XI, and elder brother of our own first XI 
goalkeeper, he was not really a stranger. 

This summer has seen the retirement of Mr. E. Johnson, Head of 
Chemistry. "Johnny" joined the staff in 1955 and gave devoted service 
to his pupils. The number of 'A' grades at Advanced Level and of first 
class honours degrees in Chemistry reflect the standards he attained. 
The second best was never good enough for him and in the end the 
strain began to take its toll. During the past few years he has fought 
valiantly against ill-health. His interests were not confined to Chemistry: 
they covered games, photography and ornithology amongst others. We 
all wish him and Gwen Johnson a long and well-deserved happy 
retirement. 

Mr. J. E. Lakeman has been promoted Head of the Chemistry 
Department. The vacancy created has been filled by Mr. R. M. Luker, 
B.Sc. (Hons. Chemistry), A.R,I.C., A.K.C. A graduate of King's 
College, London, Mr. Luker is completing a Ph. D. thesis; he has also 
worked in industry for a short period. 

Mr. D. J. Pembleton left us in July to become Warden of the 
County Sailing Centre at Nazeing. He joined the staff as Head of the 
Religious Education Department in 1960 and extended his interests to 
Latin, Law and Psychology. For a number of years he was Master in 
charge of hockey. More recently he has devoted a great deal of his time 
to school sailing and canoeing. We shall not lose touch with him because 
he will still take our group for sailing. ' 

Mr. Toms will be responsible for the school organisation of sailing 
next year. 

Pending a full-time appointment in Mr. Pembleton's place, next 
term we shall welcome Mr. W. G. Boyd, B.A., A.K.C., as a part-time 
teacher. Mr. Boyd was for many years Head of Classics, Music and R. E. 
at Hackney Downs Grammar School. This will be the first time that we 
shall have had a father serving on the same staff as his daughter. 

Mr. P. W. Homan-Berry has been appointed Head of the Science 
Department of the Soar Valley Comprehensive School, Leicester. He 
joined us in 1967 and two years later was promoted Head of the Biology 
Department. An untiring and enthusiastic worker, he made the Biology 
Laboratory a hive of industry at all times and was always seeking ways of 
developing it. He will be particularly remembered for the 'Zoo' displays, 
skilfully and humorously mounted for the Spring Fair. 

His place will be taken by Mr. R. W. Price, B.Sc. (Hons. Zoology), 
University College Cardiff. He is at present on the staff of George Dixon 
Grammar School, Edgbaston and previously taught at Northampton 
Grammar School and Hudnam Secondary School, Stourbridge. 

Mr. A. C. Brock has been appointed Head of P.E. at a Com
prehensive School on Canvey Island. A gifted footballer and keen 
cricketer, he has devoted many hours to school games. He and his wife 
took school parties abroad and Tony will also be remembered for his part 
in the Staff play. 

Mr. Brock will be replaced by Mr. D. J. Stockton who holds the 
Diploma in Physical Education of Carnegie College. 

The visiting music staff has been augmented by the appointment of 
Mrs. J. W. Treacher, L.R.A.M. (violin and viola) and Miss P. 
Arrowsmith, L.R.A.M.,. A.R.C.M. (cello). 3 
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Our two modern language assistants, Monsieur Jean-Marc Walliser 
and Herr Manfred Seifert, returned home in July. Both fitted into school 
life and into the Staff Room remarkably weiland made many friends. 

Last October Mr. R. Winter, the Assistant Schoolkeeper, retired and 
went to live in Folkestone. "Dick" endeared himself to staff and boys 
alike with his ready willingness and firmness. His place has been taken by 
Mr. C. Jowers, formerly Assistant Groundsman. 

We have been fortunate in having the voluntary services of Mrs. P. 
Bean, as a part-time counsellor. Her main work during the past year has 
been with sixth form R. E. groups. 

During the past twelve months 21 members of staff have been on 
long or short courses. 

Mr. J. E. Palethorpe (Staff 1963-68) has been appointed Deputy 
Head of Sandown Primary School, Hastings. 

During the past year, a number of staff study-groups carried out a 
reappraisal of our approach to the fourth and fifth form curriculum, 
which has now been thoroughly overhauled. Sociology has been added 
to the sixth form subject-choices. We are making increased use of the 
Television and Video-tape recorder and are indebted to the Parents' 
Association for a supply of video-tapes. 

We have also taken a good look at our pastoral care work and put on 
a formal footing what had been developing during the past year or so. 
Co-ordinators of pastoral work will work in years I to IV. 

By far the greatest struggle of the year has been to persuade 
London Transport Executive to move the bus stop signs so that they 
were in the correct place for the one-man operated buses. After 13 
months effort by the school, the Governors, the Education Officer, the 
Parents, Chigwell U.D.C. and the local M.P., the battle was finally won 
during the Easter holidays. 

The Parents' Association has been as active as ever. The Christmas 
Bazaar raised £390, the Football Match against the former Spurs £175 
and the Spring Fair over £700. As a result, we have been able to buy 
private-study booths for the sixth form, a tape-recorder for the Music 
Department and to improve the lighting. 

Our next venture will be the provision of a kiln and potter's wheels 
for the Art Department and some means of retaining the heat in the 
swimming pool. The school owes much to the Association and a special 
word of praise is due to the retiring officers, the Chairman, Mr. R. P. 
Winston, the Secretary, Mr. P. N. Greenwood, and the Treasurer, Mr. 
A. J. C. Dowden. 

The generosity of individual parents has provided us with a cen
trifuge for the Biology Department, Quick-fit Chemistry apparatus and 
Medals for Sports Day. 

The usual parents' evenings were held; each year we seem to add 
one more. The Upper Sixth Form parents entertained the staff and their 
husbands and wives to a magnificent supper on 23 June. The Parents' 
Association Sports Club has continued to flourish. 

The P. E. Department took the General Purposes Fund out of the red 
with a sponsored Cross Country run which raised £300. 

The "At Home" evening which has replaced Prize-giving again 
proved a success and has become a regular feature. 

The Christmas Entertainment included a novel production of "Up 
Pompei" in Latin. The dialogue was written by Miss Boyd; the clear 
diction of the actors enabled the audience to follow the not too com
plicated story. . 

The Senior Play at Easter had an all too familiar ring about it. The 
sincerity and force of the acting of Sean 0' Casey's"Juno and the 
Paycock" brought the Irish problem into our own School Hall. The set 
was unique - a two-roomed flat substantial enough to have been lived 
in. 

The Summer Concert and the Music Festival again reached a very 
high standard. There is now such a wealth of talent, particularly in 
woodwind and brass, that Mr. Rippin is planning an Autumn Concert as 
well. 

Martin Koch has joined the National Youth Orchestra and Ian 
Theodoreson the Essex Youth Orchestra. S. E. Cladingboel won the cup 
for school entries in the Roding Valley Arts and Crafts Festival. 

Those who watch the B. B. C. 'Talkback' programme will have seen 
the appearance of Mr. Loveridge and four third formers on 19 April when 
Bert Foord asked questions on weather forecast chats. 

The Social Services Committee has again been active. They have 
extended their activities to include Woodford County High School as 
well as Loughton County High School in their care for the aged. At 
Christmas they organised a shopping expedition, a concert and a party 
for the old people. £82 was raised for the National Children's Homes and 
£94 for the Malcolm Sargent Cancer Relief Fund. 

Mr. Leek and Mr. Clayton took a party of fourth formers on the 
"Nevasa" cruise to the Eastern Mediterranean in February. Mr. Clapton 
and Mr. Downey took a ski-ing party to the Austrian Tyrol at Easter. Mr. 
and Mrs. Brock, Mr. Silver and Mr. Drury lead a party of junior foot
bailers to Belgium at Easter. Mr. Skinner, Mr. Loveridge and Mr. Hoskin 
took 30 first formers to North Wales during the Spring Bank Holiday 
week. Mr. Stancer and Mr. Skinner led our second party to the County's 
Adventure Centre at Maes-y-Iade. Mr. Homan-Berry took the sixth form 
biologists for a week's field course at Bradwell-on-Sea. 

We have continued to do weH on the games field. The first XI drew 
2-2 against the West Ham ' A' side which had heavily beaten other 
schools. The under 13 and under 14 cricket teams both won their 
respective finals in the West Essex competitions. Twelve records were 
broken on what was one of the coldest Sports Days on record. The 
school reached the final of the Essex Schools Basket Ball Championship 
and the West Essex Schools Rugby Championship. A. C. C. Wilson 
rowed for Jesus College at Henley. Chigwell House won the Athletics, 
Swimming, Cricket and Gymnastics Cups and for the fourth year in 
succession won the House Championship. The John Sargent Cup for 
'the best sportsman of the year' went to David Kaye and the Mallinson 
Cup for the' best record of service to the school' to Graham Kings. 

H.A.C. 
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PUPILS TAKING UP PLACES AT UNIVERSITIES OR 
OTHER INSTITUTES OF HIGHER EDUCATION AUTUMN 1971 

Sixth Form & School Council: Chairman- G. R. Kings 
Secretary - S. R. Feber 

Captain of Football: M. Travis 
2nd XI J. J. Burgess 
U.15XI M. Gould 
U.14 XI C. Loy 

U.13XI. S. J. Hamilton 
U.12 M. A. Cowley 

Captain of Basketball: D. Kaye 

I 
U.14 team 

Captain of Cricket: 
S. Philcox 
N. Kaye 

Captain of Athletics:	 H: J. BurgessI·	 Captain of Swimming: S. A. Sussman 
Captain of Gymnastics: N. Drogman 
Captain of Badminton: P. N. Jeffreys 

Junior Team: H. Selby 
Debating Society: Secretary - D. lies 
Music Society: Senior - S. Hutchinson 

& A. P. Vicary 
Junior - J. Dowden 

Electronics Society: Secretary - R. T. Mannings 
Chess Club: Secretary - D. A. Bernheim 
Sixth Form Forum: Secretary - S. Feber 
Bridge Team: Secretary - N. Kaye 
Stamp Club: Captain	 - D. A. Bernheim 

& J. Auld 
Social Service:	 Chairman - G. Kings 

Secretary - R. Barker 
Treasurer - G. H. Garratt 

Business Game Group:	 Managing Director 
N. Kaye 

Company Secretary 
S. A. Sussman. 

Road Safety: T. E. Megnin 

SCHOOL OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES 
OF CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Cl CJ CJ Cl CJ CJ CJ CJ CJ CJ O\R\ 
Ocr 0 CJCJD 0 0 CJ c=J CJ 0\8 

CJ 0 CJ 0 0 CJ u c=JD u 
ULDD 0 0 0 DOD 0 DOD
 

\ (	 \ ( 

Dean, M. 
Bell, R. 
Curnow, P. D. 
Bridger, R. H. 
Brooker, D. 
Cardus, A. P. 
Donn, J. J. 
Edgar, M. 
Fletcher, I. C. 
Gapes, M. J. 
Gregory, E. J. 
Gretton, J. R. 
Harris, K. R. 
Harvey, G. A. 
Hinds, P. G. S. R. 
Hiscox, D. N. 
Holt, N. R. 
Hopkins, M. F. 
Horswill, M. C. 
Ireland, P. W. 
Johnson, R. W. 
Luxton, G. R. 
Moody, G. R. 
Morgan, C. F. 
Needham, J. D. 
Newnham, J. D. 
Normington, R. E. 
Parkes-Rolfe,.N. J. 
Pollard, J. J. 
Sharma, S. K. 
Shenker, M. M. 
Stallybrass, P. J. F. 
Vale, R. W. 
Walker, P. A. 
Wheatley, D. W. 
Wilson, A. C. C. 
Worman, T. A. 
Wright, P. 
Williams, S. H. A. 
Cox, G. E. 
Monk, P. H. 
Porter, S. C. 
Pegrum, P. 
Smart, B. J. 
Edison, M. E. 
Robinson, P. A. 
Chapman, J. A. 

Mid-Essex Technical College 
London College of Law 
City of	 London College 
Manchester University 
New University of Ulster 
University of Bradford 
Mid-Essex Technical College 
University of Birmingham 
Central London Polytechnic 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge 
University College, London 
University of Liverpool 
University of Bradford 
Newcastle Polytechnic 
University of Hull 
Portsmouth Polytechnic 
University of Newcastle 
Portsmouth Polytechnic 
Enfield College of Technology 
University of Kent 
University of Wales Institute of Science 
Oxford Polytechnic 
University of Lancaster 
Exeter University 
Leeds University 
Newcastle University 
N.E. Essex Technical College 
Leicester University 
Trinity College, Cambridge 
Sussex University 
Queen Mary College, London 
York University 
Southampton University 
Exeter University 
Loughborough University 
Jesus College, Cambridge 
University of Lancaster 
Exeter University 
North Staffordshire Polytechnic 
Manchester University 
N.E. London Polytechnic 
The Froebel Institute 
South Bank Polytechnic 
Bradford College of Education 
Lanchester Polytechnic 
N. E. London Polytechnic 
St. Katherine's College of Education, 
Liverpool 
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE LOCAL EXAMINATION SYNDICATE 

'0'	 Level Results 1972 

11 passes; D. A. Gage, W. F. Lupton
 
10 passes; A. P. Larder, M. R. Cox, M. D. Walker, M. J. Holt.
 
9 passes; I. P. Hicks, J. S. Higgins, P. N. Jeffreys, R. F. Morgan, P.
 

E.	 Wheeler, A. J. Ratnage, J. R. Simpson. 
8 passes; R. A. Millar, M. J. Pritchard, P. R. Andrews, A. Sharma, 

A. C. Doble, J. E. G. Glasscock, D. Lermit, M. E. Watson, P. N. G. 
Wilson, R. A. Gorzynski, K. M. McFadyen, S. H. Muth. A. L. D. Calcraft, 

7 passes; T. J. Burton, A. P. Vicary, E. S. Austin, P. Brill, M. J. 
Church, A. M. Brown, R. F. Friend, S. R. Hutchinson, M. D. L. Vernon. 

6 passes: R. J. Hammersley, S. J. Masters. 
5 passes: K. Adams, C. R. Berridge, R. Cousins, J. M. Turner, J. 

Perry, R. C. Selby, G. H. Palmer, N. W. J. Taylor. 
4 passes: J. Carman, I. D. Cuthbert, J. R. Dever, T. J. Mansfield, T. 

F. Taylor, J. Ashley, T. M. Kneen, G. O. Treacher. 
3 passes: M. J. Ware, G. A. Oakley, N. J. Clark, M. A. Heather, C. 

J. Worledge.	 I. M. Walker, 
2 passes: W. P. Curtin, M. S. Johnson, J. M. Swallow, C. Watson, 

D. W. Hardy, A. J. S. Marson, A. Galpin, C. N. Creese, T. A. Hancock, 
D.	 J. Baldwin, M. F. Pond. 

1 pass: K. R. Street, N. S. Cowley, G. Shynn, J. S. Thorneycroft, 
R. M. Barr, N. A. Drogman, J. R. Hume, M. V. P. Jones, L. C. Knock, 
S. J. Lodge, T. Marks, S. W. Pivett, G. M. Sharp. 

These results include '0' level passes gained in 1971 and grade one 
passes in the C. S. E. Examination. 

GCE A LEVEL RESULTS 1972 

Adams, A. E. English, French, Maths 
Applin, T. Geography, Economics 
Bardwell, S. C. History, Economics 
Barker, R. Applied Maths, Physics 
Bearman, A. K. English, R. K. 
Binks, A. R. Physics 
Brown, D. T. Geography, French 
Burgess, H. J. Geography, Economics, Maths 
Conway, M. J. History, French, Maths 
Cross, M. History, French 
Ellison, J. R. English, History, French 
Feber, S. English, History, Economics 
Garner, C. J. Geography 
Garrett, G. H. Pure Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Goddard, S. Statistics, Physics 
Gower, J. Maths, Physics 
Grange, R. W. Maths, Chemistry 
Hallinan, B. M. Maths, Chemistry, Physics 
Harrington, A. J. History, French 
Hofmann, E. Economics. Maths 

Hughes, P. R. 
Ingall, A. 
James, R. 
Kay, T. R. 
Kaye, N. J. 
King, S. J. 
Kings, G. R. 
Leeder, M. R. 
Leggatt, P. G. 
Lye, S. A. 

McClelland, G. R. 
McCrae, A. D. 
Mallett, D. J. 
Malshinger, P. W. 
Mannings, R. T. 
Marsh, M. D. 
Mitchell, A. J. 
Morgan, P. R. 
Ptisley, J. P. 
Pfister, R. D. A. 

Rogers, J. M. 
Samwell, B. D. 
Sandison, I. 
Shales, S. W. 
Simons, D. J. 
Sussman, S. A. 
Toms, P. N. 
Travis, M. 
Vandenberg, A. 
Wallman, K. C. 
Webb,A.I. 
Webber, P. J. 
Weinberg, R. A. 
Wells, M. C. 
Wernick, P. D. 
Williams, H. R. 
Willingale, R. P. 
Winston, G. P. 
Wise, T. D. 

English, Latin, French 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
English, French, Maths 
English 
Geography, Economics 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
English, Latin, French 
English, History 
Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Physics 
Pure Maths, Applied Maths, Statistics, 
Physics 
Biology 
Geography 
Geography, Maths 
Economics 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Chemistry, Biology 
Economics 
Biology 
Maths, Chemistry, Physics 
Pure Maths, Physics, Statistics, 
Applied Maths 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
English, French 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology 
Economics 
English, History, Economics 
Statistics 
History, Economics 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
History, Economics, Maths 
Geography, French, Maths 
History, Economics 
Maths 
French, Maths, Physics, Chemistry 
Geography, Economics 
Maths 
English, History, Economics 
Maths, Chemistry 
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DREAMFLOW . .... 

Bang, bang, 
I heard a sound that rang throughout the night, 
Rotting all my sanity and things that no-one said, 
Opening the windows to empty out my head: 
And evil thoughts went creeping through the night. 

Loved ones died, 
And young girls cried 
To lose that they'd never known. 
Shadow-strangled fools could laugh 
With more than self to hate: 
While tortured thoughts ran screaming through the night. 

Silence reigns 
And daybreak comes, deflowering all within; 
No song will greet approaching calm, 
For feathers black upon the ground 
Lie underneath the tired sun: 
As evil thoughts run fleeing to the night. 

M. Cross. Upper Sixth. 

LIFE'S A GAS 

What type of world
 
Is disclosed to our senses,
 
Exposed unconfined
 
But has hidden fences?
 

The world of an era
 
Diffe"rent from ours
 
Was quizzically perfect,
 
Has birds bees and flowers.
 

When you tasted the water
 
It was crystal like wine:
 
Taste it today
 
And drink chemical slime.
 

Don't pollute our world!
 
People will say,
 
As their cars spew out gas
 
And sustain the decay.
 

A small ball of fire
 
Held by a thread
 
Burns itself out, till
 
Its barren, cold, dead.
 

But that's just fantasy
 
A myth in my mind
 
The material world is
 
The problem I find.
 

Vile, vulgar pollution
 
In your head, in your hair
 
We've perfected our death
 
By polluting the air.
 

Life's really great
 
If you look on the good side,
 
Life is a gas
 
Mainly CARBON MONOXIDE.
 

Kevin Fox, 3Y.
 



THE SIXTH FORM COUNCI L 

The Sixth Form Council is a strange body. Graham and I were the 
first Chairman and Secretary to run the Council for any length of time in 
its enlarged form and a change in its previous character gradually 
became noticeable. As a large group it operates best on the rebound, 
that is, in response to clearly presented issues rather than in the for
mulation of future policy. It is too large for matters to be discussed ef
fectively and the individual member often feels discussion is useless and 
is thus isolated from the decision-making process and the active function 
of the Council. Policy has tended to originate from the G. M. C. and for 
the majority of Council members meetings have been to vote on motions 
rather than create them. This situation has often added to an already 
apathetic attitude. As a body of change, size is the Council's weakness. 

Though the Council has achieved a great deal in the past year, it is 
often difficult to instil a sense that an individual can change things and 
there is often a feeling that the Sixth Form voice will make no difference 
to events. This is perhaps a comment on the position of the Sixth Form 
within the structure of the school. It can be argued that a "liberal" 
school is in the final analysis no less authoritarian than any other but 
simply that discussion is allowed to occur while the lines of demarcation 
are temporarily allowed to become blurred. Many feel that though they 
are allowed to participate in this discussion, they cannot affect the end 
result. The Sixth Former who may well be questioning his role in the 
school does not feel as a Council member he is any nearer to discovering 
a useful function - indeed he may well feel out of touch with the rest of 
the school. 

Isolation is to a degree necessary in a group which has the function 
of "maintaining discipline" in the school but lines of communication 
must exist. The great Sponsored Run episode in February showed 

amongst other things that they were not operating efficiently. The event 
was sharpened in some minds into a Staff-Student confrontation. Whilst 
it was never this, it was a gesture of protest on the part of the Sixth Form 
against the nature of the Run and it proved in the long term, though 
perhaps incidentally, of much value. 

A thorough investigation of the avenues of communication between 
the various Committees was instituted, and a plan drawn up which now 
ensures co-operation between all bodies with principal reference to the 
G. M. C. and thus the larger body of the Council. This, together with the 
new duties system, must be regarded as work of lasting value. The re
organisation of Sixth Form duties instituted last year, albeit with some 
initial unrest, has proved a great improvement over the older system - it 
has run smoothly and has added an element of improvement in relations 
between students and staff. 

Some movement has also been made through a suggestion from the 
Council towards the improvement of academic facilities by the gradual 
establishment of separate subject libraries culled from the main library. 
Earlier this year the period of detention has increased to 45 minutes in 
order to try and produce a more effective deterrent. Mention must also be 
made of the work of the G. P. Committee which has, I feel, used the 
funds at its disposal with imagination. Particularly in increasing the 
money available for school visits and in ordering a coffee machine of 
grander design. 

Much then has been achieved and there will be those who will say 
that much more coul~ have been done. It is true that uniform was not 
abolished nor was smoking allowed in lessons but the school has 
changed, albeit slowly, .and it is the Council's function to aid that 
change, not push it too fast. A school will not change faster than the 
society of which it is a part. 

S. Feber. (Secretary) 

SIXTH FORM FORUM 

Those who come to the school to speak to the Sixth Form Forum 
have an unenviable task: they face an audience which is sharp and 
critical and, at the same time, one that is easily bored. Material must be 
presented at exactly the right level in order to maintain interest, and 
whilst this could not be said to be true of every speaker, all, in their 
different ways, have proved to be of interest and value. Subjects have, 
as always, covered a wide spectrum of topics both at home and abroad. 

In October, Mr. Biggs-Davison, the local Tory M.P., using the draft 
of his recent book, talked on Portugese Africa, a subject on which he has 
some expertise. He wisely left a good margin of time to justify his 
arguments to the floor under questioning. Nearer home, Mr. Rooney 
gave a southern Irishman's analysis of the situation in the north of 
Ireland. His outlining of the history of events was of particular value in 
the confusion of loyalties and myths that was and, sadly still is, the 
Northern Ireland situation. Such talks held the interest because they 
contained both information and comment, others because of the 
unusual nature of knowledge they conveyed. Thus, we heard a lecture 
by Mr. Scofield from !he Bank of England on note printing and one on 
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Wansfell, an adult education centre, the latter being illustrated with the 
aid of slides. 

Two notable voices from the world of profit were Mr. Kennedy and 
a speaker from Unilever. Mr. Kennedy, an old boy of the school, told us 
of the work of the Solicitor and amused us with some of his more in
teresting cases. He felt moved to justify the practice of conveyancing in 
response to questions from the audience. The economist from Unilever 
demonstrated statistically the frightening power of his company, 
showing that compared with the under developed countries it has an 
annual turnover which ranks it seventh among them. Also concerned 
with money was a forum given by Mr. Burn: "How Barclays Bank 
works. " 

In January, we heard Sgt. Goff of the Police Juvenile Bureau tell us 
of the work of his office. This interesting Forum showed how much care 
is taken to help the young offender under the terms of the Childrens' and 
Young Persons' Act. Dr. Pippard, Chairman of the Board of Governors 
and Consultant at Claybury Hospital, gave a very good talk about the 
nature and care of mental illness. In many ways this branch of medicine 
is in its infancy, yet its vital importance was stressed by Dr. Pippard as he 
showed the close parallels between the experience of the mad and that 
of the sane. The talk was reinforced later in the year for some of us lucky 
enough to visit Claybury Hospital. 

Lastly, one of the highlights of the year was an address by the , 
Reverend Scutt who took as his starting point the recent "Festival of 
Light". The discussion ranged over many moral issues of interest, his 
mild words producing lengthy argument and one of the most successful 
Forums measured in terms of emotional temperature. 

In all an interesting and varied year providing valuable colour to an 
otherwise rather bleak' A' level curriculum and a reminder also of the 
variety of the world in which we live, from the blind economic power of 
the industrial giant, Unilever, to the morality of the Reverend Scutt, born 
perhaps of a gentler age. 

S. Feber. 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

The Social Services Committee this year decided to attempt new 
ventures as well as to maintain the traditional activities which have now 
become well established. Our policy regarding the dispersal of money 
raised was for our regular income from the sale of crisps to be spent on 
'charity at home' and for the lump sums raised by various efforts to be 
sent to appointed children's charities. 

The'charity at home' consisted of arranging four outings for the 
elderly living in the local area, usually alone, and who are visited by 
volunteers from this and our sister school, Loughton County High 
School. The regular weekly presence of these young people in the home 
of a lonely aged person is greatly appreciated as it is needed, and this has 
formed the basis of the Social Services work for some years now. For 
each of the outings a group of Sixth Formers performed a 'mini-cab' 
service from door to door to remove the worrying problem of direct 
transport. 

"The first event was the Summer Party. We were granted excellent 
weather and the lavish tea provided by the girls of Loughton could be 
enjoyed outside. In December we started something which we hope will 
become a precedent for future years - a Christmas shopping ex
pedition. We learnt of the need for this from the weekly visits and 
realised how worrying a time of year Christmas can be for someone who 
earnestly wants to buy presents for the family but has difficulty in getting 
about Bearmans stayed open one evening a week for the exclusive use 
of people with this problem and our group was one of many who took 
advantage of the store's excellent organisation. 

Nearer Christmas we all went to a concert given by the Loughton 
Choir and Madrigal Singers and finally we held the traditional Christmas 
Party. Mr. Rooney kindly helped by staging a matinee performance of 
the Mummers Play' St. George and the Dragon', acted at the party by a 
group of ebullient first formers. The official end of the evening came 
when Santa Claus gave out the presents but then, after they had all been 
seen safely home, Santa Claus and his herd of mini-cabs all met at the 
conveniently merry establishment and proceeded to the house of a well
beloved elderly lady (whose brother I had forewarned) who had been 
sadly unable to attend the party. There, in a crowded room, we gave unto 
her greetings, voices in song and presents. j 

To raise the 'lump sum' amounts we organised four activities, three 
of which were traditional for our school. These were the sale of 
Christmas cards (providing £15 for UNICEF), the still very productive sale 
of Sunny Smiles (£80 for the National Children's Home), for the latter 
effort I greatly appreciate the extra work done by form masters and 
mistresses of the first four years, and thirdly the blistering sponsored 
'cross-the-bridges-of-London-walk' on Alexandra Rose Day (various 
amounts to charities organised for children). 

The fourth and most successful fund-raising activity, considering 
both the money and the enjoyment gained, was the Discotheque held in 
May. In organising this we were treading on new ground but let us hope 
its success will influence the policy of our successors. Our two schools 
joined forces with a third, Woodford Girls School, and hired the Old 
Bancroftians' Hall for one Friday evening. Messrs Griffiths, Brock, 
Clapton and Hoskin offered their services as the Bower Bouncing 
Corps but fortunately their intervention was never necessary. The one 
black mark of the evening came when some boys whom we had not 
allowed in decided they were bored, so they turned over a shed, thereby 
removing £10 from our profit of £105. We sent the £95 off to the Malcolm 
Sargent Cancer Relief Fund for Children. 

Looking back over the year, what I consider to be the most im
portant social service we can do is to brighten, for a few hours a week, 
the Evening of Life. 

Thanks are due to the following: P. Toms, T. Wise, E. Hofmann, N. 
Wells, R. Mannings, J. Ellison, D. Mallett, S. Goddard, A. Ingall, P. 

. Hughes (for the Swan Discotheque), M. Cross (for the Liquid Goddess 
Light Show) and Mr. B. Boothroyd. 

Social Services Committee: G. Kings (Chairman), R. Barker 
(Secretary), G. Garrett (Treasurer). 

Graham Kings, Upper Sixth. 
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DRAMA and the Spoken Word 

The Honours Boards and University Crests which line the panelled 
walls of the School Hall were silent witnesses to a bewildering variety of 
dramatic activities during the past year. They could a tale unfold of time
tabled drama sessions for first and second year pupils involving blood
curdling yells, hurtling bodies and furniture put to strange use in the 
interests of imagination and excited enjoyment. Would the shades of 
Past State Scholarship winners and Classical Exhibitioners have winced 
at the Latin play featuring Filthia, Ammonia and Ludicrus Sextus et aI., 
given as part of the Christmas Entertainment? Would they have echoed 
the 'Me miserum!' of the leering Lurcio, played in true Frankie Howerd 
manner by N. Simister? In the event, the school's first essay into 
'classical' drama evoked hearty laughter from an audience whose 
knowledge of 'Up Pompeii' made a simultaneous translation un
necessary. The play, written by the Classics Department and produced 
by Miss Boyd, helped us all get into the Christmas spirit of good cheer. 
Especially titillating were the toprcal graffiti on Mr. Downey's simple but 
effective set. 

Equally appropriate to a Christmas entertainment was the first years' 
Mummers Play 'St. George arid the Dragon'. Under the genial chair
manship of M. Moran as Old Father Christmas, the athletic and big
voiced antics of Marchant (St. George), Beard (Slasher), Burnage 
(Clown), Vallance (Dragon), and Street (Doctor) elicited a fitting 
response of cheers and boos in the best tradition of the popular theatre. 
A chorus of moon-faced yokels ably assisted. 

The grass-roots of school drama are to be found in the many ac
tivities involving the spoken word: in debating, public speaking, 
assembly readings, internal drama competitions and the like. New 
departures this year included the recruitment of selected lower-school 
readers at morning assembly whose offerings were invariably fresh in 
content and spoken in lively fashion. A first-year drama festival was held 
in the Summer Term, adjudicated by Old Boy A. P. Goatly who was 
lending the English Department some much-appreciated help. He will 
hardly have a more terrifying assignment in his V.S.O. year than the job 
of selecting the best group of first-year actors, many brandishing 
fearsome weapons pressed into duty as 'props' for their frequently 
violent improvised scenes. The winning group, produced by Graham IX, 
took as their plot a case of suspected cannibalism. 

There were, of course, the usual commitments at the various 
E. F. Y. M.A. functions and we contributed teams to the English-Speaking 
Union and Rotary Club Public Speaking Competitions. The annual Verse 
Speaking Competition attracted a large entry, the usual qualifying heats 
being necessary in the Junior Section. Interest was added by the choice 
of poems written by the competitors themselves or by their friends. The 
adjudicator, Mrs. Sylvia Keith, B.A., L.R.A.M., had a hard task in 
deciding between the many excellent entries and requested permission 
to award five prizes instead of the usual four. The prize-winners were S. 
Marchant, J. Coote, N. Cole, N. Simister and A. Rumsey. The 
proceedings were rounded off by the non-competitive Senior section, in 
which sixth-formers read, spoke, and acted a wide range of lyric and 
dramatic verse, the most ingenious item being a medley of jazz poems 
performed busker-style by the inimitable Buchan. 

During the last few days of term, the exam-weary, post-gestational 
no-man's land where the spirit to work droops C\!ld the prospect of 
summer holidays almost hoves into view, the retiring sixth form offered a 
welcome relief in the form of a revue. The staff played cricket in the 
blazing sun, whilst in' the Hall Steve Sussman, Tony Kay, Paul 
Malshinger and Glynis Williams, ably assisted Mr. T. Megnin at the 
pianoforte, launched into a highly entertaining and beguiling pot-pourri 
of items. Monty Python linked hands with Harold Pinter and the 
poets in an afternoon of sketches, poems and play extracts, which in 
turn amused and refreshed the audience. This was not the first time a 
revue had been planned in the last few years, but it was the first to have 
actually reached the stage, and much is due to those members of the 
Upper Sixth who, instead of leaving the school to its own devices after 
the completion of their' A' level exams and taking up part-time em
ployment, gave of their time and energies to give back something to us. 
Our sincere thanks. 

The annual award of the Drama Cup went this year to an invaluable 
member of the stage team of so many recent productions, Philip 
Hughes. No-one remarks upon the lighting of a School Play until it goes 
wrong and it is to the relief of the many directors with whom Philip has 
worked that his presence in the lighting gallery has gone unnoticed by 
the audiences. It is also due to his suggestion that the inter-com system 
on the stage and in the dressing room was instituted, and this has repaid 
the moderate outlay involved many times over in efficiency. Many a 
stage manager will sing his praises now he has left. Our grateful thanks 
for six years of continuous service both as actor and technician to the 
School's dramatic endeavours, and our heartfelt congratulations on the 
award. 

Advance Notice: Tentative plans for next year include a staff production 
of 'The Thwarting of Baron Bolligrew' and co-operation with the Music 
Department in presenting an opera by Mr. Maxwell. 

B. L. R."C. T.,P.E.D. 
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It was appropriate, bearing in mind the subject often in the news 

headlines, that a play set in the time of the troubles in Ireland in 1922 
should be chosen as this year's Senior Dramatic Society's play. The 
production made the more direct appeal to the audience because it was 
produced by a 'native', Mr. Rooney, who could give the cast an insight 
into the complexity of the Irish character, with its combination of poetry 
and tragedy, and into the tone of the language - though the audience 
did tend to find the accent difficult to follow at the beginning of the play. 

The cast, however, felt throughly at home. John Smith, suc
cessfully projecting the air of seedy grandiloquence of Captain Boyle, 
and Richard Mahoney as his shifty and 'darlin' drinking companion, 
Joxer, gave whole-hearted performances, playing up well to each other 
and to Lynne Farringdon. She played with moving dignity the character 
of Juno Boyle, trying to keep her family together despite what her 
husband calls the 'terrible state 0' chassis' in the land. 

Among those caught in the perpetual state of crisis is their son, 
Johnny, David McCann's portrayal of whom clearly showed how a 
man's nerves are torn to shreds when he is in fear of his life, and Ben
tham, played by Nigel Cole, who revealed in his dapper appearance and 
know-all manner how an English stranger can exploit the situation but 
remain detached when the Captain's inheritance fails to materialise and 
Mary Boyle, charmingly played by Carol Dix, 'gets into trouble'. By 
contrast Jerry (Noel Greenwood) appears as a well-intentioned if 
timorous suitor. 

The supporting cast did very well to create a sense of a live, close 
community. Among these were Linda Mimardiere as Maisie Madigan, a 
garrulous, over-decorated neighbour, Sarah Daniel as Mrs. Tancred who 
gave a chilling reminder of what the murder of a son can mean, and John 
Carman and Glynis Williams, who was also the prompter. As the play 
finished one was left not only with a sense of compassion for those who, 
despite their good humour, are victims of unrealised visions and of the 
murdering hate of others but also with the hope that common humanity 
will prevail. 

The teamwork necessary for such a production was good, as usual. 
Special mention should be made however of the cooperation of 
Loughton County High, and of the Tower Theatre, Canonbury who lent 
some of the costumes. The Art Department provided some eye-catching 
posters and T-shirts and various wielders of hammers and screwdrivers 
under the direction of Mr. Downey cor,structed the very solid set. The 
lighting was supervised by Phil Hughes - we will miss his expertise next 
year. cr. 
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MUS, C 

NOTES 

During the year music-making in general has followed a fairly normal 
pattern. 

Our instrumental classes are flourishing, though we still notice the 
lack of a double bass teacher. We were pleased to welcome Mrs. W. 
Treacher (violin/viola) and Miss P. Arrowsmith (cello) to the in
strumental staff and it is good to see how much their pupils have 
responded to their work - certainly those of them who performed at the 
music festival, even the novices, all did well. We are able to lend in
struments to quite a lot of boys but often do not have enough to go 
round. In some cases we have to lend them for a year only and then take 
them in so that others may have a chance of starting something. This 
may seem a bit drastic, but a year is long enough for someone to find out 
whether playing the instrument is likely to succeed and I feel that, for 
something as important as this, the major step of buying one's own 
instrument does make a difference; when you have got £20 or £30 or 
more tied up in an instrument it should make you treat it and the lessons 
with more respect for a start. We try and help in cases of genuine hard
ship, though, and are more lenient where the really expensive in
struments, such as bassoons, are concerned. It is perhaps not generally 
known that we have no special allowances or grants for the purchase 
and maintenance of school instruments other than the money we raise 
ourselves by concerts and donations, or by grants from bodies such as 
the Parents' Association. We are still buying in good secondhand in
struments so if you hear of anything or have anything suitable for sale, 
please let me know. If we cannot buy it for the school at that moment we 
can often find a parent who is on the lookout for the same thing. 

Whilst on the subject of parents, the School's thanks must again go 
to the P.A. for having provided the money to buy a new Tandberg stereo 
tape recorder for the music department, thus, for the time being, 
completing our hi-fi installation. It is to replace the rather elderly, long-in
the-tooth Ferrograph which has been overworked for the past twenty 
years or so. 

We made two opera visits to Sadlers Wells in the autumn, to see 
Verdi's'Rigoletto' and Sullivan's' Iolanthe'. Before the latter we were 
treated to a guided tour of the Coliseum, back and front of stage, were 
able to see the vast and famous revolving stage (originally worked by 

?n 

water power pumped from Tower Hill, if you please, but now temporarily
 
immobile) and some of the intricacies and problems of opera presen

tation were explained. It was refreshing to see that even professionals go
 
in for last-minute rehearsals, too. During the winter months a group of
 
boys patronised the Woodford Sunday Concerts, in these inflationary
 
days their special price to boys at this school becomes even more of a
 
bargain - where else could you hear artists as fine as Tamas Vasary, the
 
Philip Jones Brass Ensemble, the Vlach Quartet, Peter Schidlof or
 
the London Harpsichord Ensemble at only 15p. a time? A further venture
 
has been the setting up of a Youth and Music group by Mr. Cunningham
 
and Mr. Loveridge which will give opportunities of hearing performances
 
at the major London opera houses and concert halls. More details from
 
those two gentlemen if you are interested. As an hors d' oeuvre we were
 
sent a batch of tickets for a recital by the legendary and amazing Artur
 
Rubinstein at the Albert Hall one Sunday aftermoon - a memorable
 
occasion for those who went. 

We had a few boys who took part in the EFYMA choral afternoon 
and also in the orchestral day whilst in the New Year we successfully 
fielded a percussion team, at short notice, for a performance of Britten's 
'Noye's Fludde' in Loughton. 

A fair number of boys can be congratulated on passing various 
Associated Board exams during the years, and others for more specific 
honours: Martin Koch (trombone) has been .awarded a place in the 
National Youth Orchestra and has given up his seat with the National 
Youth Brass Band in order to take it; Ian Theodoreson (viola) has been 
given an Essex County music scholarship to the tune of £50 p.a. for three 
years (though the first year is shared) so that he may have some help 
with the cost of his lessons. I think only three such scholarships are 
awarded annually and the competition for them is fierce, so, good for 
him. He has also been awarded a place in the Essex Youth Orchestra and 
becomes our third member (Nigel Bielby and John Rawles - violins _ 
being the others). Several other boys continue to gain valuable ex
periences out of school by playing in other orchestras and bands, and 
from time to time I hear of small house groups to which some of our boys 
contribute. 

The adjudicator at this year's music festival was a former pupil, Mr. 
R. J. Harding, now Head of Music at the Redbridge Tech. He took over 
at short notice from the advertised adjudicator, Mr. William Madin (who 
was stricken by some foul disease or other) and I am grateful to him for 
joining us. He had some interesting and entertaining things to say in the 
course of the day and, having sorted the sheep from the goats, or rather 
the A's from the B's, selected a number of performances for prizes: 
M. Koch almost scooped the pool with a prize for piano, one for 
trombone and half a one for playing the lower part of a piano duet; the 
top half of that prize went to C. Oliver. C. Western, heard at a local 
organ on the morning of the festival, was given one for that and J. 
Dibble one for his most musicianly fluting. N. Bielby and J. Rawles also 
gained a joint prize for their playing of the Bach Double Violin Concerto. 
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One thing that the festival shows more clearly year by year is just 
how many boys we have who can produce solo performances of very 
high standards. We cannot usually hear them in this role at ordinary 
school concerts, where we concentrate on group achievements, but it is 
right that we should provide them with a platform from time to time. 
Accordingly we shall be launching an innovation in October in the form 
of an evening concert of solo items - a soiree if you like - and I hope 
that many of our fine players will take part and that many more will come 
to listen. 

J.W.R. 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

The Christmas music was devoted, as has been the habit for some 
years, to works performed by the junior part of the school. 

All the works chosen were by contemporary English composers and 
the first was an unusual little piece, 'Rats, Away!' by Gordon Crosse. 
This turned out to be a setting for voices and instruments of a fourteenth 
century charm, originally used for clearing houses and buildings of rats. 
It was a topical choice, since only a few weeks previously the Head
master had had to warn the School that rats (with four legs) had been 
seen in the playground. Even though the work was intended for young 
performers, the composer had not hesitated to use certain techniques of 
modern music in his work, SO there were sections where the players had 
to make up their part, hisses, shouts, and so on. It was not the sort of 
piece that left any tunes behind but it was interesting, if a bit puzzling for 
some. At any rate it seemed to work, since the rats have not been seen 
since. 

Then followed the' Canticles of the Virgin Mary', a sequence of four 
fifteenth century carol poems for three-part chorus by Michael Hurd. On 
the whole these were gentle and lyrical, though the second, 'Adam lay y
bounden', was brighter and more lively. The chorus successfully 
negotiated the tricky part-writing with ease. 

The final item was a suite of carols for trebles only by Bryan Kelly, 
'On Christmas Eve'. The six poems set were by a mixed bag of authors, 
Walter Scott, G. K. Chesterton, William Ballet, Richard Crashaw and a 
couple of anonymous fifteenth century ones too. Some of the quiet 
sections were sung by a small semi-chorus and there was some very 
moving singing in these parts; especially memorable was Ballet's'Sweet 
was the song the Virgin sang'. The brighter parts were very telling and 
brought out Kelly's taut rhythms and unusual sequences well. The 
opening, Scott's' On Christmas Eve', was a splendid lively start, with a 
sort of carillon figure in the accompaniment and Crashaw's 'Welcome all 
wonders' exactly matched its fine words. The singing was strong and 
confident where necessary, though there was no lack of sensitiveness in 
the quieter parts. In this, as in the Canticles, the choir was accompanied 
sympathetically by Mr. Donald Ray. 

SUMMER CONCERT 1972 

The Summer Concert took place on Friday evening, July 7th. As 
usual, Mr. Rippin ranged widely over the centuries for his music - from 
Giles Farnaby to .... John Rippin! The Madrigal Group gave us Far
naby's 'Construe my meaning', Thomas Morley's 'April is in my 
mistress' face and Egon Wellesz's setting of Keat's haunting poem 'To 
Sleep'. The Junior Orchestra showed promise and cohesiveness in Mr. 
Rippin's 'Chaconne'. The Senior Orchestra, particularly strong in 
woodwind and brass sections, played Purcell's 'Funeral Music for 
Queen Mary' with great intensity; 'marvellously sombre' was Mr. 
Rippin's description of this great music. 

Then followed Aaron Copland's 'Variations on a Shaker Melody', 
Arthur Sullivan's delightful overture 'The Yeoman of the Guard', Hubert 
Parry's Intermezzo from 'The Birds' with Nigel Bielby as solo violin, and 
to commemorate the Vaughan Williams centenary, 'Two Shakespeare 
Sketches'. The Senior Orchestra finished splendidly with Walton's 
Crown Imperial, redolent of a vanished age and yet written only thirty
five years ago. Nine of the wind players showed their quality in the 
charming, but exacting 'Petite Symphonie' of Charles Gounod; Mr. 
Maxwell's training stood them in good stead here. 

There was light relief as well, from-the Choir's singing of 'The Magic 
Carpet' by Paul Jennings and Fritz Spiegel. (' can belto' rather than 
'belcanto') and from R. Lane, D. Beard, S. Marchant, M. Moran, C. 
Western, N. Cole, N. Pettifer, and S. Hutchinson (plus vocal group) who 
read nonsense verse in praise of Glasgow, invoked Father William and 
much else. It was all a welcome contrast to the dismal weather outside! 

P.E.S. 

THE LIBRARY 

This has been a particularly busy year for the Library, with the senior 
librarians having to access a large number of books and organise the 
work of a growing band of juniors. The Summer Term was particularly 
arduous, when a good deal of work including the annual library check 
had to be completed in the short time available after the end of the 
G. C. E. examinations. 

Because the Library has been so crowded at lunch-time especially in 
the Autumn and Spring terms, a new system was introduced where the 
different years were allotted their own days for using the library facilities. 
This eased the problem of overcrowding and will be continued next year. 

The Library relies heavily on gifts of books and money to keep up its 
standard and we are very grateful to the boys, parents and the G. P. for 
their generous assistance. 

The senior librarians, particularly Mannings, Rodgers and Paisley, 
have over the years put in an enormous amount of time and effort in 
keeping the library running efficiently. We wish them well in their future 
careers. 

A.T.G. 
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CLUBS
 

CHESS CLUB 

The Chess Team has had another very successful year and interest 
has grown to the extent that we have played ten matches and twenty
five people have played for the team this year. Indeed, as such a large 
number of first years want to play, we have now both a junior and senior 
team. 

Of the ten matches, many have been friendly ones and we have 
continued playing regularly against Chigwell School. Because we have 
so many players we have also decided to play matches in the Summer 
Term. 

D.	 Bernheim, Lower Sixth
 
(Captain)
 

J.C. F. 

This year's J.C. F. has received good support during the year. Guest 
speakers included a Jewish Rabbi and a Franciscan friar; both were 
asked to come again, by popular demand. A spiritualist also came to 
speak about her beliefs. Staff gave talks on various topics like National 
Service and the Trade Unions which were followed by debates. 

We	 also went to a performance of 'Godspell' after previously 
listening to some recorded music from' Jesus Christ Superstar', both of 
which were thoroughly entertaining and enjoyed by all. 

Of our other activities, balloon debates continued to be popular, as 
were face-to-face interviews with members of staff. Last year's outing to 

JUNIOR MUSIC CLUB 

This year's programme consisted mainly of tapes, ranging from 
Army bands to one man bands, barrel organs, fairground organs and 
pipe organs. 

Other activities included a competition to play a tune on metal 
objects although no-one entered! 

As always meetings involving record choices, of which we had two, 
were well attended, the music ranging from classical music to 
'progressive' pop such as that of the Ground Hots. 

Other tapes included one on medieval instruments, a documentary 
on vibraphones, on double basses and a combined meeting with the 
J. C. F. in which Donald Swann talked about religious music. Another 
interesting tape was about music and musicians who appeared on 
stamps. 

The J.M.C. takes place every other Day 6 and at the moment it is 
attended mainly by third and first formers, with a sprinkling of second 
formers. As with most 'indoor' clubs the attendances have dropped in 
the summer. 

John Dowden and David Richards. 

THE DEBATI NG SOCIETY 

In describing the Debating Society the key word that needs no 
debate is apathy. The Lower Sixth, raw and inexperienced, turned to the 
Upper Sixth for guidance but, with a few notable exceptions, their 
contribution was minimal. Webb is a pillar of the society and Ellison and 
Winston have given valuable support. Apart from these, the Society has 
consisted almost entirely of Bielby, Buchan, Thwaite, Canby, Gray, 
Owen, Auld and Bernheim, all of the Lower Sixth. Few fifth formers 
have attended debates - one can only hope that they acquire polemic 
leanings next year. 

However, a debate with Woodford High School proved a success, 
with Bielby and Buchan in fine form - the motion of 'This House does 
not expect to live until the Twenty-First Century' being defeated. 

Other debates have been poorly attended; an exception was 'This 
House would not enter the Common Market', and the motion was 
resoundingly defeated by sixteen votes to one, thanks largely to Twaite's 
inspired rhetoric. 

The future looks a little bleak, unless a combined Debating Society 
can be formed with Loughton High School, whose Debating Society is 
also faced with a declining membership. 

I am most grateful to Canby for his loyal support in printing the 
notices, and to Taylor for taking the chair on occasion. The Debating 
Society owes its inception and continuation to Mr. Sillis, its President. 
His guidance and encouragement are greatly valued by the members. 

Heathrow Airport, Windsor Safari Park and Windsor Castle proved very 1 ... D. lies Lower Sixth. 
successful; and this year's outing to Ely and Cambridge should be very (Hon. Sec.) 
interesting. 

Paula' Flynn and Tim Morris. 24	 25 
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SENIOR MUSIC SOCIETY 

In planning this year's programme we tried to cater for as many 
tastes as possible; from the Blues to Beethoven and from John Lennon 
to Stravinsky. 

Unfortunately, as the year progressed our fortnightly lunchtime 
meetings began to peter out because of '0' Levels, but from those 
meetings we did hold we found that society attendances consisted 
mainly of a core of old faithfuls plus those who came because they were 
interested in that particular programme. 

We also found that by far the most popular meetings consisted of 
music in the 'progressive rock' spectrum, which in some ways was 
rather depressing as' it showed the members' lack of interest in 
broadening their musical outlook. 

However, we look forward to next year's meeting and a more open
minded audience. 

A. Vicary and	 S. Hutchinson. 
(Joint Secretaries) 

TALKBACK 

On Wednesday 19th April, Mr. Loveridge and four members of 3X, 
D. Richards, J. Dowden, M. Wheatley, and P. Pritchard, appeared on 
the B. B. C1 programme 'Talkback'. Earlier we enjoyed a drink with the 
producer and the research assistant. 

During the programme D. Richards, the spokesman, put forward 
the plea of 3X that the synoptic charts might be shown for longer after 
the 5.50 News in the evenings. Bert Foord told us we were in a minority, 
but that he also would like a longer time than the thirty seconds allowed. 

Afterwards we met Michael Barrett and Bert Foord informally, and 
talked to Jack Scott and his producer who kindly autographed our 
souvenir weather charts. 

D. Richards, 3X. 

'" 

SOCIETAS LINGUAE LATINAE 

Per hunc annum, plures libros legimus inter quos sunt 'Petrus 
cuniculus' et 'Ferdinandus Taurus'. Praeterea Camulodunum ivimus ubi 
antiquas res Romanae aetatis spectantes per museum erravimus et 
moenia Romana vidimus. Sed, mehercule, et pluit et grandinavit ut nos 
omnes prae~er magistram, quae umbellam habuit, madidi facti simus. 

Die festo verno expositionem Britanniae Romanae dedimus 
maximas gratias agimus Dominae Fabae-Illegvir, quae vestimenta 
creavit, et Domino Scinderein, qui arma linolea fabricatus est. In animo 
habemus ad finem semestrem cenam modo Romanorum comparare ubi 
ficas et palmas et cetera edemus. 

•
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MAUREEN ON HER HONEYMOON 

They rode the March winds, 
PVCed and belted, 
Across the deserted beache~, 

The salt breath of the sea 
Snatching the sound from their mouths 
As they ran hand in hand 
Pursuing their new freedom. 
She has a new name, 
Strange and not quite comfortable yet, 
But there, 
And with it a new life. 
And this wind 
And this beach 
Are parts of the strength 
Which will help her. 

~\ 

~.~- 1 .' 

MAUREEN AT THE SEASIDE 

See the conquering sculptress come, 
Armed with bucket and spade; 
The little barons stand back in awe 
As the silicon ziggurat towers up. 
Cut and angled, 
Pinnacled and bastioned, 
The fluttering pennants proclaim its sovereignty 
Over the petty keeps of the beach, 
Now held in fealty to her. 

Retired to the Holy Land 
To gather shells like a palmer 
At Compostella, 
The barons rebel and destroy, 
Ravage the bailey, trample the motte, 
And the waves of conquest 
Rush in on the work. 

But she is happy with her bag of shells, 
And comes back with us, two kings from the East, 
In time for tea. 

/
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NEVASA CRUISE 

NEVASA CRUISE 1972 

On a cold, wet February morning while the thoughts of most of our 
classmates were on school, 26 of us prepared for a cruise which proved 
to be the trip of a lifetime (especially as we were greatly outnumbered by 
girls). What could have been a disastrous beginning, due to the non
arrival of the coach booked to take us to Stansted, was averted by the 
kind help of many parents who ferried us to the airport in record time, for 
which we were very thankful. 

We were greeted in Naples by brilliant sunshine which was very 
welcome after several dull winter months in England. Here we just 
managed a visit to the ghost-like town qf Pompeii, where some of us 
thought we would never escape from the toilet - the exit being blocked 
by the voluble lady attendant who expected a tip! 

Our first experience of cruising was on the following morning when 
we found ourselves in the Straits of Messina on our way to Crete. Luckily 
the sea was calm so nobody felt sick but later on one or two had to visit 
the sick bay. From Crete we sailed to Turkey where everybody enjoyed 
bargaining with the shopkeepers - somebody managed to get his 
Turkish-Delight at half-price ! ! ! 

In Greece we were almost stranded when our coach decided to 
break down, so we all had to squeeze into another (full) one and pretend 
to sit down, as standing in a coach is against the law. 

On board everybody enjoyed themselves thoroughly as there was 
nearly always something going on. Every evening there was dancing 
and, quite often, a film. However, little private conversations in remote 
parts of the ship were usually broken up by interfering matrons! During 
the day we were given lectures and shown films, and also tried our 
hands at deck games with varying degrees of success - though nobody 
threw a quoit overboard. Other activities included a quiz, in which our 
team was, unfortunately, unplaced as they didn't know the various 
technical terms of Tiddly Winks etc. The food was generally good, but 
we did get some peculiar brown and green stuff for breakfast once or 
twice. 

The only rain of the cruise deprived us of much sightseeing in 
Venice, but some of us did manage to sample a pizza and some wine 
this, however, gave some a good' run' for their money. 

Last, but not least, we are all very grateful for the help and sport
smanship of Mr. Leek and Mr. Clayton, without which the cruise would 
not have been such a great success._ ----::=e:::rl!~ :J 
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TRIP 

,Mais on sont les neiges d'antan? - you may well ask! 

'From Greenland's icy mountains' . . . . well, actually they were 
Austria's and they weren't icy, far from it. From the Stygian gloom of 
the booking hall of Buckhurst Hill Station one April morning, some two 
dozen intrepid skiers set off for far-flung Achenkirch in the Austrian 
Tiron via Gatwick and Munich. Not without incident, however, since one 
less arrived at the appointed destination, the Hotel Post. As the party 
winged its way above the patchwork of Surrey fields, a lone skier stared 
up at the sky and bade farewell to his luggage. Many are called but few 
are chosen .... a brave man was our Mr. Andrews. He arrived even
tually but said his arms were a little tired flying there by himself. 

The trip had been planned for Easter after the inspirational quality of 
last Easter's trip to Mayrhofen, where the snow was still 10 feet deep in 
April, but when the depleted party arrived at the hotel they were greeted 
by the ever-ebullient Georgie with the news that there was no snow to be 
had! ! ! Faces fell, and a lynch-mob atmosphere forced Messrs. Downey 
and Clapton to seek refuge in the bar, from whence they eventually 
emerged and succeeded in quelling the incipient rebellion by declaring 
that there was snow after all. They claimed to have seen it in a vision. 
The party was not impressed but were willing to believe anything. The 
presence of a party of girls from a school in Tilbury may have had some 
effect on their powers of imagination. 

On the third day, what appeared to be a museum relic wheezed to a 
halt and settled on its axles outside the hotel and the party was about to 
clap eyes on that precious commodity, snow. A motley crew with 
bootlaces trailing in gay abandon stumbled towards the so-called coach 
and the lilliputian vehicle somehow swallowed them up. What followed 
is perhaps bestforgotten; suffice it to say that after a tortuous and spine
chilling ascent through 2,000 feet of breathtaking scenery a chastened 
company shouldered their skis and commenced the trek to the snow 
fields (or 'field', rather), and the purpose of the holiday was under way. 

Despite the snow conditions Britain's new Olympic hopes 
progressed quite well. Watson, with consummate ease, demonstrated to 
the party the finer points of ski-ing backwards, and Johnson soon 
mastered what is known in the Skier's Handbook as 'the other way of 
stopping'. When the day was over and they had returned to the hotel, 
everyone nursed his aches in private, publicly proclaiming ski-ing to be 

a piece of cake and eager for a second bite the next day. This they duly
 
got and together with the snow, one day melted into the next, with only
 
manic games of basket-ball with the girls and other less public games
 
with them at the parties in the neighbouring Sporthotel to mark their
 
passage. All too soon the last day dawned and the fit and bronzed group
 
of Adonises decamped for a bigger and better slope at the end of a two

hour journey with the prospect of a full day on the 'piste'. Here they
 
really won their spurs and were introduced to the fuller possibilities of the
 
sport. After six hours ski-ing which they would have thought previously
 
impossible, a few twisted knees and ankles and a broken leg ... John
 
Glasscock's name will be reverently spoken in hushed accents down the
 
ages whenever bravery is mentioned ... they returned, wiser and better
 
men..
 

Without a single exception everyone boarded the plane at Munich
 
and, miracle of miracles, everyone got back home to Buckhurst Hill. The
 
next expedition into the unknown will be during the Christmas Holiday,
 
1972, when it has promised faithfully to snow. Blizzards permitting those
 
two courageous men, Downey and Clapton, will be back to brave the
 
rigours of another school party, a task which makes even the difficulties
 
of looking graceful on skis seem pale in comparison. See you on the
 
slopes.
 

Our Alpine Correspondent. 

HOLIDAY IN NORTH WALES MAY 27th to JUNE 3rd 1972. 

In spite of generally dreadful weather (although at least it didn't 
snow), thirty-five first and second year boys accompanied by Messrs. 
Skinner, Hoskins, and Loveridge enjoyed a pleasant holiday in the un
matchable scenic grandeur of North Wales. We were centred in the 
pleasant seaside town of Criccieth at a comfortable hotel and undertook 
varied excursions to beach, mountain and places of historic interest. 
Highlights of the holiday were undoubtedly the one really sunny day 
spent on the Whistling Sands (though not everyone was successful in 
making them do their stuff), the ride through Snowdonia to Caernarvon, 
even though the mountains were only dimly and fleetingly visible 
through the heavy rain and thick curtain of mist, the glorious Torrent and 
Panorama walks around Dolgellau and Barmouth, a trip down a slate 
quarry and two exciting trips over the new' Spaghetti Junctions' on the 
M6. Spirits remained high in the face of a few soakings and the whole 
party returned wind-tanned and healthy if not exactly sunburned! 
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MAES-Y-LADE 1972. 

At eight 0' clock on a bright Monday morning twenty-three travellers 
left the bustle of the rush-hour for the quiet of deepest Wales. The 
journey, a mixture of excitement and sickness, was largely uneventful 
until the latter stages when some had to walk a little way while others 
rode in state. . 

Activity began on the first evening when most people found out, by 
way of that outmoded form of transport, the walk, that Wales is certainly 
not flat. Some of our number found out rather more about the 
surrounding country than they had bargained for. Boys will make 
mistakes! 

Cooking proved difficult in the early part of the week but the cry of 
'It's 'orrible!" from downstairs became less frequent as the week went 
by. 

Riding threw up the usual crop of events and falls. There were those 
who chose to ride in the horizontal position but found that they could 
only maintain this for short periods before falling gently into the mud. 
One young gentleman managed to get himself tangled in a tree after his 
horse had bolted, but he suffered no harm and was able to continue to 
perform his next trick. This was an act where his saddle slipped forward 
on to the neck of his horse and a tremendous demonstration of a camel 
driver at work was given! 

Tent erection proved interesting when at least ten people found that 
they could get into a three-man tent. Conditions could not have been of 
the best inside, and after an " 'orrible" cry they filed out, utterly con
fusing the warden. 

Canoeists managed well after they realised that the ever-diminishing 
circle is not exactly the best method of navigating the river Wye. One 
young man tried some experimental canoeing by getting aboard with half 
his canoe on the bank and half in the water; paddling proved difficult. 
Another gentleman found that every time he attempted to lift his up
turned canoe full of water he sank into the mud up to his knees. 

Thirty pound packs, very steep hills and very cold mist made the 
walk to our camp-site an experience. Some people found that the 
practice of filling their lungs with tobacco smoke did not help their 
climbing rate. Others found that a walk in the mist is cold, and just a 
teeny bit frightening. After discussion about the direction of the wind a 
couple of camp fires were lit and arguments were dispelled. Camp was a 
success, and although some· equipment was left behind it was soon 
recovered much to the relief of those responsible for it. 

Caving, a new experience for most, had its rewards in personal 
challenge and plenty of cold water. Everyone coped well although some 
were much wetter and colder than others. 

As we all grew more stiff and tired, the ski-ing on the last morning 
was as much a test of temper control as anything else, but most 
managed to laugh at themselves in the end. 

The journey home was a quiet affair. Bumps, bruises, soreness and 
stiffness were all evident. Perhaps it was as well that the road was not 
too bumpy. 

All those who ventured into the Black Mountains gained a great deal 
and it is said that some grew at least three inches taller during the week 
- perhaps confidence and personal success have some part to play in a 

34 holiday of this kind. 
R.R.S. and D.A.S. 

~ 
BIOLOGICAL FIELD COORSE 1971 

The 1971 field course differed in various w~s 

from those of previous years: mainly due to its 

apparent combination with a course on survival! We eager 

students arrived by rail and road at the Field Study Centre 

at Bradwell-on-sea, Essex, in time to experience the 

severity of the November weather. Despite our enthusiasm 

towards the classification of a ~riad of ostensibly 

identical marsh plants, along with similar interesting 

exploits - such as practising the art of navigation whilst 

trawling in the Blackwater estuary - the biting winds 

invariab~ cooled our ambitions. Nevertheless, it was 

the wise words of Mr. Homan-Berry (suitab~ clad in his 

balaclava) and Mr. Rwnbol, along with an excursion to 

see over the nice, warm atomic power station 

nearby, which added more pleasant aspects to the 

education and enjoyment of the week. 

G. M. Tremain. 

6 Upper Biology. 
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SPORT
 

1st XI Football 

Played 30, Won 17, Drew 5, Lost 8, For 72, Against 39. 

The season began well with a very good win away from home at 
Parmiters, 3-0. The side then played the next eleven games without 
defeat, one of these being a dravy 1-1 with the district champions 
Monoux. Unfortunately the run was brought to an abrupt halt when we 
played Romford Royal Liberty in our thirteenth game and were beaten 3
1. After this defeat the side had a bad run, losing games by the odd goal 
and drawing games which should have been won. But after a good 5-0 
win away at Leyton the side found its previous good form by defeating 
IIford twice and reaching the Quarter Finals of the Under 19 Schools 
Cup. In this round we were unfortunately defeated 3-2 by our bogey 
team Campions, who repeated the task the following week by defeating 
us 4-3. 

In the final week of the season the side defeated a Staff XI 5-1 and 
achieved a good result against a West Ham Select XI by drawing 2-2. 
The final game of the season was lost to the Ex-Spurs XI 3-2, this being 
only our second home defeat, the first being at the hands of the Old 
Buckwellians. 

A record number of games were played and throughout the season 
the attendance at training sessions was good. Our three leading goal 
scorers were: King 21, Pink 18, Patient 13. 

Colours were awarded to: Barber, Randall, Pink, Wise, Kings, 
Eustace, and James. 

Teams from: Barber, Kaye D., Randall, Travis, Kings, Wise, 
Henderson, James, Eustace, King, Patient, Pink and Hancock. 

K. Randall, Upper Sixth. 

2nd XI FOOTBALL 

Played 22, Won 13, Drew 2, Lost 7, For 86, Against 60. 

Again the team has proved to be far superior to most other second 
Xis, what we lacked in skill was often compensated by determination 
and hard running. Had it not been for some bad defeats with weakened 
teams and the general instability of the team due to injuries and calls for 
players by the 1st XI, we would have done even better. At full strength 
the attack was devastating with Andrews and Hancock scoring 26 goals 
between them but with them absent it was often left to Hardy and Gage 
to come from midfield and score crucial goals. Thanks must go to Mr. 
Moore who was able to train us and give us support at matches and also 
to Mr. Doble and Mr. Burgess who offered their encouragement in all 
weathers. 

Team from: Pivett, Heather, Doble, Church, Cowley, Megnin, 
Henderson, Kaye, Gage, Hardy, Brill, Burgess (Capt.), Andrews, 
Walker, Patient, Hancock, Lindfield, Webber, Thompson, Finch, 
Philcox, Bird, Gaffney, Thorneycroft, Knock and Barr. 

H. H.Burgess, Upper Sjxth. 
~'7 
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FOOTBALL U.15 XI 

Played 18, Won 6, Drew 4, Lost 8, For 45, Against 39. 

Once again this team was unsettled. The lack of team spirit and 
reluctance to trai'1 were reflected in our performance. 

We had a faulty start but picked up in mid-season when most of our 
games were won by accurate passing and good running off the ball. 
After a dismal cup result in our cup match, the team filtered out to a 
mere seven enthusiastic players. 

Team from: Bird, Blackwell, Clarke, Goodall, Gould, Lunken, 
Maskell, Mason G., Mason P., Mills, Ratnage, Reynolds, Ruddock, 
Seeley, Smith A., Smith D., Thompson, Walker, Wheeler, Slade. 

M. Slade, 4X. 

FOOTBALL U.14. XI 

Played 21, Won 14, Drawn 3, Lost 4, For 77, Against 49. 

As last year we had a successful season although it was not quite as 
good as the previous one. This was probably due to the higher standard 
of our opposition. Our biggest win was against Parmiters (8-0) and our 
biggest defeat was against George Monoux (7-0), but despite this our 
defence conceded more than two goals on only five occasions. Steve 
Philcox was top scorer again with 33 goals. 

We ended our season with a tour of Belgium and France. In our two 
matches we lost 3-2 and 1-0, but considering our opposition in both 
games were sixteen-year-olds, we did very well. 

For the second year running Mr. Drury was our coach. 
Team from: Church, Koch, Nunn, Priestly, Happe, Loy (Captain), 

Bedford, Silver, Philcox, Fox, Gold, Yardley, Stringer, Finch, Cobb, 
Forbes, Hardy. C. Loy. 

U.13 XI. 

The U.13's had a very successful season this year, winning twenty
one of their twenty-seven matches. Everyone played well throughout the 
year and players such as Graham Muth, Martin North and Ian Younger 
improved tremendously thanks to the help of Mr. Silver. The defence 
was quite solid and the midfield men (Hamilton and Ingram) linked well 
with the forwards. The two main attackers (Slisz and Day) scored 
regularly with 94 goals between them. David Lewis played consistently 
well as sweeper and was chosen as Player of the Year, and Graham Muth 
was chosen as the most improved player. At the encLof the season we 
went on a football tour for four days. Our first game was -in France where 
we played a U.14. team and lost 6-3. Our second game was played in 
Belgium against an U. 13 team and we won 1-0. 

All the players in the team are thankful for the help and en
couragement that Mr. Silver gave them, and hope to do even better next 
season. 

Team from: Routledge, Younger, North, Muth, Smithies, Miller, 
Lewis, Vaughan, Stearn, Hamilton, Tatnall, Keir, Pipkin, Ingram (Capt.), 
Slisz, Day, Titmarsh, Burnage and Albon. 

M. Ingram, 2X. 

U12.XI. 

The first half of the season was spent in finding players and 
moulding them into a settled team. Results during this early period were 
not good although there were some splendid performances. After 
Christmas the team began to improve and we had some good wins 
which should give the team confidence for next season. 

The second squad played several entertaining and enjoyable 
matches mainly against local junior schools. 

Team from: Reynolds, Hemmingway, Street, Cowley, Maslen, 
Hook, Ball, Apps, Kings, Lindelauf, Humberstone, Morris (Capt.), 
Maddox, Jannece, Miller. 

P. Morris, 1Y. 

BASKETBALL UNDER 14 

Played 9, Won 7, Lost 2. 

From our results it can be seen that we have had a fairly successful 
season. The matches which we lost were against Belfairs, in the second 
round of the Essex Cup, and against Luctons, by only two points. 

As we have a large pool of players, who showed great enthusiasm in 
practices, we were able to win our local league. 

The squad was chosen from: Philcox (Capt), King, Burnage, Nunn, 
Beard, Smith, Brock, Harling, Knights, Bedford and Happe. 

I. Bedford and S. Philcox 3X 

BASKETBALL UNDER 19 
( 

The team had a more successful season than last year, losing only 
one game, that being the final of the Essex Schools Knock-Out Trophy 
against Brittons, by a narrow margin. C. Patient, D. Kaye, N. Green
wood and A. Hoy played consistently well throughout the Cup rounds 
and colours were awarded to D. Kaye. 

C. Patient, A. Hoy and D. Kaye Jepresented West Essex in their 
progress to the semi-final of the National Knock-Out Trophy. The team 
was ably supported by its coach, Mr. J. Lakeman. 

Team: D. Kaye (Capt), C. Patient, N. Greenwood, A. Hoy, S. 
Sussman, P. Toms, D. Goudge, R. Mahoney, P. Eustace, D. Dawson 
and N. Pink. 

Footnote: C. Patient and David Kaye also had a successful season with 
Avenue Basketball Club. David Kaye, in particular, had an outstanding 
game for his club in the final of the National Junior Championship at 
Crystal Palace. 

J.E.L. 
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Cricket Records 1972 
Tied 

0 

1 
0 

LY14 U/13 80th winners of W. Essex 
Divisional Cricket Competition. 
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As fairly often happens we were provided with pleasant weather on 
the afternoon of the Athletic Sports, though we also had quite a bit of 
wind - but then all Essex playing fields are notorious for this. 

In front of a noisy crowd of boys, especially enthusiastic juniors, 
and a sprinkling of parents, twelve - yes, twelve - records were 
broken. 

H. Burgess; Senior 200 metres and Senior 400 metres 
D. Kaye; Senior Pole Vault. 
D. Parks; Fourth year 100m. 
P. Ruddock; Under 15 200m. 
S. Christmas; Under 15 15OOm. 
S. King; Under 14 100m (this record was broken in the heats) and 

Under 14 Hurdles. 
I. Bedford; Under 14 Javelin and Under 14 Shot. 
P. O'Flynn; Under 138oom. and Under 131500m. 
S. Lirldelauf; Under 12 1500 m. 

The highlight of the meeting, which had the spectators on ten
terhooks, was David Kaye's splendid performance in the Senior Pole 
Vault, in which he broke the school record by two centimetres. He 
cleared 3.06 metres (10' 0 Yz " ) 

Individual awards for the best all-round performances went to 
First Year; R. Morris. 
Second Year; A. Greenstreet. 
Third Year; S. King. 
Fourth Year; J. Ratnage. 
Fifth Year; T. C. Megnin. 

The result of the House competition itself always causes much 
guessing as the leaders change places frequently. This year we had the 
closest competition for some time. The final House placings were as 
follows: 

First; Chigwell - 370 points
 
Second; Hainault - 366 points
 

\ Third; Roding - 340 points
 
Fourth; Forest - 309 points.
 

The-prizes were kindly ~resented by Mrs. G. Johnson. 41 



Badminton 

We have had only three senior matches this year as it was difficult to 
get fixtures. We 'won two of these. In the only junior match Loughton 
beat us but our team was very young. 

In the end of season knock-out tournaments Pivett won the senior 
singles and Friend and Pivett the senior doubles. In the junior matches 
King won the singles and Gold and King won the doubles. Of the 
growing number of first years taking up the game Vallance did well to 
win the first year singles and Bell and Cook to win the Doubles. 

P. Jeffreys (Captain) 

TENNIS 

High winds, low temperatures and frequent rain hardly constitute 
the best formula for quality tennis but the standard this year has been 
generally high. Seniors who have stood out are R. James, N. Mason and 
M. Conway - all players of real talent. 

An attempt was made to organise the tennis week so that all sec
tions of the school might have a chance to use the courts outside games' 
periods. Monday evening for Juniors and Wednesday for the Staff 
(when many a bitter battle was fought) proved successful but Senior 
Tennis Club on Tuesdays was barely attended, which perhaps accounts 
for the Staffs fine win over the School First VI, by 6 matches to 3. Next 
year it is hoped that Seniors will make more use of the Tuesday club or it 
will be turned over to the Juniors! Courts could be booked by all 
members of the school on Thursdays and Fridays and they were 
generally fu II. 

The House Championship resulted in a win for Chigwell with 
Hainault second and Roding and Forest somewhat behind equal third. In 
the Senior Championship only Hainault, who won this part of the event, 
and Chigwell who were second, regularly managed to field full, useful 
teams. The Junior Championship produced full teams and many 
promising players. All the matches were well fought and closely con
tested and the final match between Chigwell and Roding produced 
tennis of a very high standard; it was a pity that so few spectators turned 
out to watch! It was won eventually by Chigwell. All the Juniors gave of 
their best but boys worthy of special mention include Godwin of Roding, 
a brilliant stroke-maker who only needs more confidence to become an 
outstanding player, and the Burnages, major, minor and a far from in
significant minimus who with Priestly made up the victorious Chigwell 
team. 

Berger, Selby, Nunn and Bedford of Roding, Poole, Lewis, Ingram 
and Tatnall of Hainault, King, Loy, Gold and Yardley of Forest also 
showed considerable ability and there is little doubt that next year the 
school will be able to field some fine teams. The courts are' all weather' , 
so let's see them fully utilized throughout. 

J.C.L. 
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TREND SHOP
 
HENRY TAYLOR 
188/192 HOE STREET . WALTHAMSTOW . E.17 

2 MINS. FROM WALTHAMSTOW CENTRAL LINE 
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THE DESERTED CHURCH. 

No light shows through the arched and leaded windows of the small 
church. An irrational respect for the dead and the salvation of the living 
hangs around the misty headstones which encircle the stone building. 
The silence pierces the air as shrilly as any sound, or the coppered spire, 
a luminescent green with the accumulation of verdigris. As the moon 
moves, a glowing orb from behind the violet, hazy clouds, the chipped 
mortar is visible between the irregularly cut blocks of flint, the iron 
railings, vertical across the deep, black abyss of the small window below 
the green-tinged clock. The hands point downwards, one at the four, 
one at the seven, as they have pointed for seventy or more years. 

The door is oaken and strutted with iron bars; it is never locked save 
by the large black bolt on the outside, now drawn back. The darkness 
from within flows like a viscous black torrent from the gap beneath the 
door where generations of anonymous feet, many long since having 
ceased to pace the gravelled path in anguish, have worn away the hard 
white stone, now turned grey. The rows of empty pews stretch out and 
dwindle to infinity in the hazy choir. A musty smell of old wood-polish 
strikes the air and one becomes aware of it all at once as if it had never 
risen before in the days of ..•. IHannah Moffet, born June 20th, 1808, 
died April 17th, 1922' and others now hidden away beneath the tall grass 
and nettles which prey over all things long since passed. The old green 
ivy, purple at its heart, crawls and thrives where death has once been, 
Inot dead - just sleeping', and others now united in their fates though 
always divided in their actions. The smell, like the tick-tacking of a clock, 
would never be noticed unless it stopped, dead. 

The grey speckled dog-metal organ pipes forming an impressive 
gate have in their fickleness burst into throbbing notes in the old dead air 
for baptisms, marriages, funerals, and the hundred and one othr oc
casions, now forgotten yet important in their ways. These old thoughts 
from people unknown to a god unknown lie imprinted until eternity on 
the old cedar rafters, varnished black, the tall gilt candlesticks, tarnished 
and dusted grey, and most of all on the pale, almost duck-egg green of 
the cracked plaster that spreads like oil or water over the ancient walls, 
covering their faults and now replacing them with the faults of its own 
surface. 

Ringing footsteps on the tiled floor over a vault, the name on which 
is now illegible, pass away into the morning yet to come, coming, like 
death, like the church itself, never as a shock but taken as normal and 
not much thought about. 

The cock crows, an old bell tolls its peal for the coming day as the 
sun's first rays burst through the matted, tangled branches of the old 
weeping yews, weeping not for the dead nor for those yet to die, but for 
the world of people, all so different, who share a common end and pass 
away, and are forgotten, like the once crowded pews of the old church. 

Neil Simister, 3Z. 

THE DUCK 

A rotary mower is an instrument of magic - in fact, it eats the long 
grass like hate. And hate retaliates on wet mornings. A tall, wet blade 
falls against the spark plug - a cough and a snarl of e'xhaust as the 
ignition is shorted. The bruised silence of the fields laughs back at me: a 
two-stroke is murder to start when hot. I curse the long grass after a wet 
morning; the buckled blue machine snags on molehills. Each jolt pushes 
the handle into my hand, the starter-cord breaks and I scream ob
scenities at it. Sweat falls on to the hot cylinder as I work at mending it. 
When mended, the two-bladed propeller chops away at old roots and 
stones - I am sick of picking them up! 

I am the Leveller, no mere job's slave! But the brave words do 
nothing for my aching back. Just beside the tree stump in the tall twitch 
grass I see a crouched black back of feathers! It is immobile as an elm 
tree ..... I'll mow over it. The Eatersteers for it, menacing, inevitable 
as death itself. 

But a faint stirring of maggotsd8flects me; I fear the sickly corpse
stench that makes you want to retch like a dog. I graze the elbow bones 
and the poor frame moves as if trying to relive an age-old custom, 
perhaps a long-forgotten courtship dance. 

There it sits in a mound of twitch and clover, in a pearly dew-decked 
mausoleum, one white plume thinning the black, the belly seeping putrid 
cytoplasm. 

Its life was spent somewhere under the unmown edges of a field. 
When it was young it was like a little furball being blown across the 
water. Then, later on, it fought for a few square feet of pond bank, and 
then the quiet unheard mutterings of matings. And now? 

I found another one in the orchard I wonder what kills them? 
I see many live ones, but always the dead ones follow me indoors. I 
could not have answered the questions by mowing up the remains, nor 
can I escape the questions by leaving them undisturbed. 

A small tussock of grass still disfigures the lawn. 
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A Lloyds cheque book wide range of service.§' and ~xplait;ls 

We'll give you one when' you open a h9\V much we can help you in d~e 
currehit account at LloydkBahki This" yeats aheadi Wha~e\~~r y'gu'rnake 'of 
is an important step when you leave your lifi-U6yds B?pk can\htlp you 
school because, whether you're start make the most of your money. 
ing work or going on to college or Why not drop in and have a chat 
university, you'll need to manage with the friendly people at your local 
your money more carefully than ever Lloyds branch? Bring your parents 
before. along too, if you like. We'll explain 
'The many ways you can bank how easy it is to open a current 
on Lloyds' account, and we can give yoU aL..r;ee 
T.his 'easy-to-re~d' booklet details our (Opy of our informative bc)'6ktet, too. 

t.• , UoydsBank looks after peoplelike you 
.. 

() 

) 
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CONSUMER REPORT 

Last year's issue of 'The Roding' carried a report of the University 
Forum at which recent Old Boys gave the Sixth Form their impressions 
of the Universities and Polytechnics they now attend. This report 
replaced the Universi~y Letter, so long a feature of the school magazine, 
and, we hope, provided a more useful picture of the after-life in the 
many mansions of higher education. 

The thick tomes on 'Which University' in the Careers Room do not 
tell all. For the low-down on the chop-rate, the decay of. climbing-in at 
Oxbridge, the all-night bus facilities at Manchester - these and other 
items in the Sensible Student's Survival Kit, read on in our account of 
thi$ year's Forum. 

;,.l ::) , /. 

Graham Nicholls (Southampton; LaW). Small campus enables meeting) 
with all disciplines - Arts and Law in new buildings - the 'first-year
only' policy in allocation of Hall places helps in making friends - amount 
of work less than that demanded for'A' Level! - Arts subjects chop
rate nil, Science and Engineering up to 20 per cent. 
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Nigel Grizzard (Queen Mary College, London; Maths) Cheaper living in 
London than at home - London University has course units, not all-in
one-go exams - you can switch subjects or parts of subjects: this leads 
to greater flexibility - progressive admissions policy at QMC: in some 
colleges students have a better knowledge of UCCA than the ad
missions' tutors themselves - high proportion of foreign students 
means a more stimulating mix of cultures and religions. 

Paul Brunn (Manchester University Institute of Technology; Mechanical 
Engineering. Found general background in first two years boring - slum 
clearance programme hitting student accommodation badly - chop-rate 
low, but all depends on whether L.E.A. will pay for repeat year 
Manchester a pleasant city, good compact student area, but efficient all
night bus facilities when needed - grad. employment situation bad: 
sponsorship in 'thick Sandwich' a good insurance against the dole. 

Paul Ekblom (U.C. London; ,Psychology) Facilities excellent - Union 
Buildings and Library (B. M.) on the doorstep - all the cultural ad
vantages of a big University ... and London too! - Halls of Residence 
good - budding psychology students must be interested in the whole 
field of the subject - in second year you begin designing your own 
experiments with subjects drawn from your fellow-students or people in 
the street! 

Alan Haine (Jesus College, Cambridge; History) Advantages of Part 
One/Part Two system is that you can switch courses mid-stream if 
desired - shorter terms than at other universities - don't join societies 
straightaway, shop around - no chop rate as such - more colleges 
taking in women but ratio is still 1:7 - gowns went in 1966 - Union 
Society over-rated - likes collegiate-tutor system e.g. tutor/pupil ratio 
very good, 1:1 in Haine's case! - one no longer has to be in by 12, 
'many 2 a.m. or all night ..... .' 

P.	 S. Most speakers stressed: 
1". the desirability of having a 'buffer' year between school and 

university 
2... choice of university should take into account the maturing benefits 

of living away from home. 
3.. .living in Hall in first year helps in settling down and making friends. 

Give us 2 minutes'reading time and 
we'll give you something to think about 
As an RAF officer, you'd belong to 
one of the finest professions in the 
countrY. You'd travel. Wherever you 
went~at home or abroad-you'd 
enjoy the company of ,your fellow
officers, people ofyour own age, with 
similar interests and experiences. 
Everv two or three years You'd move 
to a new job in a n'ew environment. 
For aircrew or engineers, it could be ,,' 
new equipment and a new challenge. 
In the administrative Branches, your 
mind could be stretched on anything 
from computers to personnel manage
ment. You'd emerge with a wealth 
of management experience. 

Up to £385 a year 
for studying A-Levels 
5 O-Levels-or equivalent-including 
English Language and Maths qualify you 
to apply for an RAF commission. But Or you can pick up some free leaflets at 
_'\-Levels are an uhdeniable asset. You your nearest RAF Careers Information 
could apply for an RAF Scholarship worth Office (address in phone book) or write to 
up to £:385 a year to help you study for them. Group Captain W. D. Rooney, OBE, RAF, 

Adastral House (25ZE1), London WCIX£1,201 a year while you're 8RU, giving your date of birth and details 
at University	 of your present and expected educational 
An RAF Cadetship sponsors you through qualifications. 
your degree course for 3-4 years at £1,201 
a year plus tuition fees, And entry into the 
RAF as a graduate gives you extra seniority. 

That's our 2 minutes up! 
If we've said anything to interest you, find
 
out more. Your Careers Master has full
 
information, and he can arrange for you to
 
meet your RAF Schools Liaison Officer

quite informally.
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ALONE IN A COMPARTMENT 

For each other
 
First they were mad, so they were glad,
 
Then they were bad, so they were sad.
 

One empty hand lies heavily beside him,
 
The other, holding his present from her,
 
Transfers his loneliness to the piece of screwed-up paper
 
He nearly left behind on her bed, blackened with
 
That clever bitter poem he'd written for another.
 

He unleashes the blinds he lowered in the stations
 
And the black mirror reminds him of
 
Gazing into her eyes and discovering how she saw him 

A distorted image of reality 
She too had dreamt, not seen.
 

On the other
 
Side of the compartment now, he looks out towards
 
The bright lights ahead, not those past.
 

Graham Kings, Upper Sixth. 

ART DEPARTMENT ILLUSTRATORS 

M. J. ~" ?~c~ \:J.~~C)~,,~.
 
I ·f.!3~CI:-r~ D~.~· NIl-Mar
It. tlca~ 0/tJ?/'~.k~1f.~~ 
~ ~-~o~7j,l-~eIr "Q M.Bo~ 
M-rE ~'Jo/w..,5Il1- If. DAW£~ Plv:J£... FG.SI4Ck. ~r; 
S·U~. P. Willi~ Mr.:r G9rtwr8hb R· (7- ,Pf6'\t1<.!l. 
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Speciol Grode
 
with the Midlond
 
1t'll pay you handsomely If you are a personable young man with 
good examination results, join the Midland Bank. Holding 'A' levels in 
certain subjects will entitle you to an immediate year's seniority on the 
basic salary scale. And you will qualify for "Study leave" to prepare for 
the Institute of Bankers Examinations. Show that you are able, and you 
will be put in the Special Grade. This means that your salary could go up 
by as much as £240 a year; and you would be sure that you were being 
marked out for a management role in the Bank. 

Make a note of this A high proportion of present-day entrants to the 
Midland Bank will reach managerial rank. You can do this in your early 
30's earning £3,000, rising to £6,000 and more. By becoming a marked 
man at the Midland, you can make your mark early. 

Find out more about us Write to:
 
The District Steff Supt., Midland Bank Ltd.,
 
24 St. Swithin's Lane, London, EC4N 8AA.
 

.....\ 
•\ 
:~

:• Midland Bank 
A Great British Bank 

NEWS OF OLD BOYS 

I. Dunne (1958-64) is doing research on Napoleonic administration, 
working in the archives at Rouen and Paris, and hopes for a M. Phil or 
Ph.D. (London) in due course. 
A. Haine (1962-69) got a Class 2 Division 1 in Part One of the Historical 
Tripos at Jesus College, Cambridge. He intends to study the Theological 
Tripos after Part Two of the Historical Tripos and hopes to become a 
Methodist Minister. 
W. Allan (1961-68) after his cluster of Firsts at Jesus College, Cam
bridge, is planning to take an LL. M. in European Law at Exeter 
University in 1972-73. 
W.A.S. Kennedy (1959-66) is now a solicitor at Harlow; he talked 
recently about the law to the Sixth Form Forum. 
T. Reynolds (1965-68), LL.B. (Southampton) passed his Law Society 
Examination recently and is articled to a firm of solicitors in London. 
A.C.C. Wilson (1964-71) rows in the second Eight at Jesus College, 
Cambridge (a renowned rowing college) and recently rowed at Henley 
Regatta - surely the only Old Buckwellian to achieve this distinction. 
G. E. Cox (1964-71) is touring abroad this summer with Manchester 
University Dramatic Society playing Benedict in 'Much Ado About 
Nothing'. 
M. J. Gapes (1964-71) has written some fascinating letters about his 
V.S.O. work in Swaziland, S.A. He goes in October to study Economics 
at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. 
A. P. Goatly (1962-69) has just finished his English studies at Jesus 
College, Oxford, and is doing V.S.O. in Rwanda in the next two years. 
J. B. Weston (1962-69) is researching for a Ph.D. in Chemistry at Exeter 
University. 
J. Hannah (1959-66) has finished his period as President of the Students' 
Union, Queen Mary College, London, and is now completing his 
Engineering thesis for a M. Phil. 
J. A. Burrow (1943-50) has just published a Penguin edition of the 
famous medieval poem' Sir Gawain and the Green Knight' . 
G.M.B. Frankel (1962-69) has just finished his Psychology studies at Hull 
University, and is soon to take up an appointment at Unilever. 
C. S. Rowland (1958-65) plays the violin in the Sartori String Quartet, 
which he helped to found. It is the resident quartet at the University of 
Lancaster, has recently played at the Purcell Room on the South Bank 
and has broadcast on Radio 3. 
G. C. Pratley (1951-58) continues his career as an accompanist. He 
accompanied Camilla da Souza in a cello-piano recital at the Sir James 
Hawkey Hall, Woodford, some months ago. 
R. Fenton (1955-62) is currently acting in Margate, having recently done 
a year's stint in 'The Mousetrap' at the Ambassador's Theatre. 
D. Fenton (1958-65) after graduating in Geography at Birkbeck College, 
London, and a year's course at L.S.E., is in the Town Planning depart
ment at Barking. 
S. M. Jones (1959-66) is another Town Planner - at Tower Hamlets. 
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the Institute of Bankers Examinations. Show that you are able, and you 
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THE PARENTS' ASSOCIATION 

Once more it is my pleasure to report a successful year - the 
Headmaster's current shopping list has been cleared - though he will 
quickly tell us of further' urgent requirements' I am sure! 

P.A. Funds were swelled to the tune of £350 by the Christmas 
Bazaar - the speed with which cash flows on this evening is quite 
remarkable - please make a diary note for November 24th, 1972. 

The 'Ex-Spurs' versus "1 st XI" football match was watched by a 
windswept crowd, and whilst the boys lost the game, P.A. funds gained 
by some £170. 

The excellent result of the Spring Fair added over £750 to P.A. 
funds, this despite a wet and windy day. A good example of the hard 
work put in by both Parents and Boys on a joint fund raising enterprise. 

A £150 tape recorder - 6 Private Study Booths, with twelve more 
to foilow - a pottery kiln - filing cabinets - Peg board - Language 
Booths - are just some of the items' crossed off' the list. Not all these 
are visible as yet, but they should soon appear and become part of 
everyday school life. The P.A. are committed to provide a cover for the 
Swimming Pool, and details should be available very soon when your 
help will be sought. Whilst not strictly P.A. matters, the fact that an 
anonymous Parent gave £50 to help purchase equipment for the Science 
Departments, was a most welcome gesture. £300 from the sponsored 
'Cross Country' also gave School Funds a great boost. The P.A. say 
thanks to all those concerned. 

Improvements in the Roding Lane Crossing and Bus Stop were 
welcomed. Fortunately, whilst there were one or two" near things", the 
campaign to increase the safety of boys was won by negotiation - the 
P.A. are greatly indebted to the Headmaster for his dogged perseverance 
in this matter. 

On the sporting side the P.A. had the two usual enjoyable cricket 
matches against the Headmaster's XI and the School 1st XI. Although 
being fortunate with the weather, the P.A. XI ended up on the losing 
side on each occasion. 

Fresh recruits for badminton are always welcomed - a new season 
starts in September, those interested please contact Mrs. Bedford 
Tel. 500 5981. 

The Comprehensive issue has occupied the attention of the P.A. 
Committee on many occasions; the desire to maintain a neutral position 
has been most praiseworthy, but it is hoped has not lost too many 
friends. Our concern at all times is that the school where we send our 
boys should be the best for them, and if we can help to improve facilities, 
we gladly do so - the fact that we see such spontaneous willingness to 
help, indicates that we are of one mind in that we all regard Buckhurst 
Hill County High School as the best Boys' School in the area. Long may 
it be so. 

It is more difficult than ever to close this report - you see it will be 
my last. Before tears fill your eyes and make reading too difficult, may I 
say thank you to all who have made my 'tour' of duty great fun - it 55 
rp.rlllv hrl!,; hp.p.n rl nlp.l:l!';urp._ _ ~ , ,., ,... ~ __ .\ 
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SPECIALISTS IN BOYS & GIRLS 
SCHOOL OUTFITS 

also a large range of MEN'S and BOYS' wear at 
REASONABLE PRICES 

215, HIGH ROAD
 
LOUGHTON
 

TELEPHONE 01: 508 3075 

also at 

• WOODFORD • CHINGFORD • BRENTWOOD .UPMINSTER • 
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